
MDIBL Undergraduate Student Fellowship 

 

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION  
Mount Desert Island Biological Laboratory 

2009 UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 
(Deadline January 15, 2010) 

 
 

2010 UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP  
 
Eligibility  
At the time of participation in the program, a college student must be (1) enrolled as a full time undergraduate 
student, (2) have completed at least one semester of undergraduate biology, and (3) have at least one semester of 
undergraduate school remaining before graduation.  Each program also has specific eligibility guidelines in addition 
to those listed above: 

• Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) students must be US citizens or non-citizen permanent 
residents.  Graduating seniors are not eligible for NSF REU funds.  Students interested in Bioinformatics or 
Computational Biology must demonstrate some experience with programmingÑ the biology requirement 
may be waived. 

• Maine INBRE students must attend Bates College, Bowdoin College, Colby College, College of the 
Atlantic, The University of Maine (campuses at Orono, Farmington, Machias, Fort Kent, Presque Isle), 
Southern Maine Community College or any other college or university in Maine (Unity, UNE, USM, 
UMA, etc.).   

• MDIBL Named Fellowships are generally available to returning undergraduates and graduate students. 
 
Funds 
Full fellowships include room and board, supplies, travel funds, and a stipend.  The Laboratory may award some 
partial fellowships. 
 
Application and Selection 
A complete application consists of the documents listed on the Checklist.  Online submission is strongly preferred. 
 
The required Short Answer questions are to be uploaded at the end of the online application. Please answer and save 
the questions in a separate MSWORD or TEXT document and upload them when instructed. Only official or 
unofficial transcripts produced by the studentÕs RegistrarÕs Office will be considered.  Transcripts produced by 
online degree audit programs are not acceptable. The checklist with required hard copy materials (checklist, 
transcript, recommendations) should be mailed. We will not review incomplete applications. 
 
Mail the hard copy materials to: 

Michael McKernan 
Director of Education 
MDI Biological Laboratory 
PO Box 35 
Salisbury Cove, ME  04672 

 
We must receive your application by January 15, 2010.  A panel of MDIBL investigators and education office staff 
review all applications.  Final award notifications will be made around March 1st. 
 
Course Credit 
Students interested in receiving course credit should contact their registrar or biology department to discuss credit 
under existing independent study programs. 
 
If you have questions, contact 
Michael McKernan, Director of Education 
Email: mmckernan@mdibl.org  Telephone: 207-288-9880 ext. 102 



MDIBL Application for Student Fellowship 

MOUNT DESERT ISLAND BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY  
Application for Student Fellowship 

 
Mount Desert Island Biological Laboratory 

Education Office, Box 35 
Old Bar Harbor Road 

Salisbury Cove, Maine 04672 
(207) 288-3605 www.mdibl.org  

 
CHECKLIST  

 
Please assemble the application in the following order. 

 
Please consider this application for the following program(s): 

 Undergraduate Fellowship 

 Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) 

   Maine IDeA Network of Biomedical Research Excellence (INBRE) 

   Other undergraduate fellowship support 

  High School Fellowship 

   Short Term Educational Experience in Research (STEER) for Maine high school students 

   Other high school fellowship support 

  Graduate Student Fellowship 

Components submitted online: 

!  Application form 

 !  Short Answers 

 !    check here if submitted via email 

Hard-copy components submitted by mail: 

 !  Two recommendation forms (or, two letters of recommendation) from teachers familiar with your science 

record.  Nominated high school students need submit only one recommendation.  Note: recommendations 

should be sealed with teacherÕs signature across the seal. 

 !  Current transcript(s) (official transcripts preferred, unofficial transcripts from registrar are accepted; 

student-printed web transcripts not accepted) 

 !  Checklist, placed on top of the packet of materials 

 

I certify this application is complete 
 
_________________________________________ 
Printed name 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Signature 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Date 
 

Parents/Guardians (if applicant is under 18).  This 
certifies that I approve this application and that the 
applicant has my consent to participate if selected for this 
program. 
 
______________________________________________ 
Parent / Guardian printed name 
 
______________________________________________ 
Signature 
 
______________________________________________ 
Date 
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!  NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates 
!  NCRR Maine INBRE Fellowship  
!  Other undergraduate fellowship support 
!  High School Fellowship 

MOUNT DESERT ISLAND BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY 
Application for Student Fellowship 

 
Mount Desert Island Biological Laboratory 

Education Office, Box 35 
Old Bar Harbor Road 

Salisbury Cove, Maine 04672 
(207) 288-3605 www.mdibl.org 

 
For eligibility information, please see http://www.mdibl.org/edu/. 
DEADLINE FOR COMPLETED APPLICATION:  
Undergraduate Fellowships (REU, INBRE, etc):  January 15, 2010 
High School Fellowship:     February 5, 2010 

 
Submit the following application form and answers to the short answer/essay questions online.  Mail your 
transcripts for all undergraduate OR high school work completed and two teacher recommendation forms to 
the address above. 

 
I. Personal Information 

Name:____________________________________________Social Security Number:________________________ 

Date of Birth:_______/_______/_______ Gender:  Male   Female     Citizenship: _______________________ 

Mailing address at Home: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City:_________________________________State:________Zip Code:__________________Country: __________ 

Telephone: Home:___________________________________Mobile: ____________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Name(s)/Emergency Contact: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Institution/School:_________________________________________________   High School  College/Univ. 

Mailing Address at School:_______________________________________________________________________ 

City:_________________________________State:________Zip Code:_______________Country: _____________ 

Telephone: School:_______________________________________________ ______________________________ 

Major: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Anticipated Degree:_____________________________Anticipated Graduation Date: ________________________ 

Planned Graduate Education:  M.D.    Ph.D.    D.V.M.    Unsure/none    Other:___________________ 

 

II. Educational Record  (Begin with secondary school) 

Institution     Dates Attended, Mo./Yr.  Diploma  Yr. Awarded 

____________________________  _____________________  ______  ______________ 

____________________________  _____________________  ______  ______________ 

____________________________  _____________________  ______  ______________ 

____________________________  _____________________  ______  ______________ 

What is your academic level as of September 2010?  

 High School  Undergraduate   1st year      3nd year      other:____________________ 

 Graduate  Post Graduate    2nd year     4th year 



MDIBL Application for Student Fellowship 2 

For High School applicants only:  

To which college/university will you be applying, or have you applied/been accepted? ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will you have completed high school biology and chemistry by summer 2010?  Yes   No 

 

III. Mentor Preference (undergraduate applicants only – please refer to MDIBL and INBRE mentor lists) 

List in order of preference three research areas or investigators with whom you would like to work. 

(1)_____________________________(2)____________________________(3)_____________________________ 

Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IV. Other Information 

Availability: 

Please indicate the dates you will be available between June 1st and August 31st.  

Month:__________/Day:__________ through Month:__________/Day:__________ 

Dates of unavailability and reason:_________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Preferred Roommate (optional): ___________________________________  

 

Animal Models in Research: 

Most research projects involve the use of animal models.  Do you have any reservations about working with living 
animals in laboratory settings using procedures that may involve invasive techniques and euthanasia? 
 
Please indicate your preferences regarding work with laboratory animals by checking one of the four boxes below: 
 

 No preference   

 Prefer project involving laboratory animals 

  Vertebrates    Invertebrates    No Preference 

 Prefer project not involving laboratory animals  

 Will not work on a project involving laboratory animals 

 
Note:  All research institutions comply with government regulations and guidelines for the care and use of vertebrate 
animals in research and training.  All student projects involving animals are approved by the Institutions' Animal 
Care and Use Committee.   
 

V. Recruitment 

Members of underrepresented minorities in science are actively recruited and encouraged to apply.  Please indicate 
if you are a member of any of the following racial or ethnic groups: 
 

 Hispanic    African American    American Indian    Native Alaskan    Native Pacific Islander    

 

 Other race or ethnicity:_______________________________________________________________________ 
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How did you learn about this program (check one or more): 

 Internet Internship Listing   Friend 

 Poster/Advertisement    Professor / Teacher ______________________________ 

 Internet/Google Search    Seminar_______________________________________ 

 Other:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

VI. Short Answer/Essay Questions 

Please provide concise responses to the following essay questions.  Responses should be double-spaced and not 
exceed four pages total.  Please submit responses online or via email to fellowships@mdibl.org. 
 

1. Describe your qualifications for participation in this program.  Please include any examples of 
experiments or experiences that fostered your interest in research. 

 
2. Why do you want to attend this program?  What about science interests and challenges you? 

 
3. Describe your extracurricular interests, activities, and pastimes. 

 
4. Describe your education and career goals and reasons for pursuing them. 

 
VIa. Undergraduate Fellowship applicants: 

5. Explain why you chose the mentors listed on the application, including any strong preferences you have 
for or against working in a specific area. 

 
VIb.  High School Fellowship applicants: 

5.  Science and research have undergone remarkable change in the last several years.  Identify what you 
think has been an important advance in biological science and explain why you think it is so important. 

 

VII. Certification 

This certifies that the information I have entered on this application form is complete and accurate. 
 
 

____________________________________________ 
     Applicant 
 

____________________________________________ 
     Date 
 
 


